
 



 

Latest News 

Having been open to the public on just 
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons 
since 31

st
 March and after careful 

consideration the decision was taken 
to extend the Reserve open hours to 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9.00am to 5.00pm from 26

th
 June. 

The Visitor Centre opened from the 
same date (10.00am to 4.00pm) but 
with no seating inside.  The re-opening 
of the hides was particularly 
welcomed, giving the birdwatchers 
their first really good views of the 
newly developed Duck Marsh.    

The Government’s decision to remove 
the legal requirement for face masks to 
be worn in enclosed public places from 
19

th
 July with the rate of infection still 

rising at the time was a concern for 
many of us. We have to consider the 
safety of our visitors and our 
volunteers and for this reason visitors 
will be requested to wear a mask when 
entering the Visitor Centre and hides 
until further notice. All other current 
safety measures will remain in place 
for the time being.  

We were able to organise a few 
smaller events in July at fairly short 
notice - a Moth Trap Opening Event on 
Saturday 18

th
 and the first of three Bat 

Nights on Saturday 24
th
. We do know 

how popular the Bat Nights can be and 
so pre-booking for these is essential 
and numbers of participants limited. All 
three were very quickly fully booked. 

We have also been able to resume 
pond dipping for children, though this 
will all be supervised by volunteers this 
year and at fixed times. See the article  
The Return of Pond Dipping later in 
this Newsletter. Further details can 
also be found on our website and 
Facebook. 

The safety of our visitors and 
volunteers remains paramount and the 
Trust will keep the situation under 
constant review. Should the situation  

 

change it may be necessary to 
consider further appropriate measures. 

As always, we ask our visitors to be 
considerate and allow each other the 
time and space to enjoy the Reserve.   

 

Path Improvements 

A new hard path is currently being 
constructed from the Dipping Ponds 
along the edge of Tim’s Field and the 
Coppice down to the end of the Willow 
Path. The ground is very compacted 
and has proved a difficult task for our 
volunteers. We are grateful to them for 
all their hard work.  

 

 

Several hard paths have been 
constructed in recent years, the most 
recent being along the Winter Walk in 
2019. This new path will make access 
much easier for all visitors but 
particularly so for wheelchair users. 
We are grateful to the Co-op Local 
Community Fund for again providing 
the funding for this project.  
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A New Bird for the Reserve! 

The odd new species is added to the 
Reserve list most years but a White-
tailed Sea Eagle was perhaps the last 
bird anyone would have expected to 
turn up. But one did on 5

th
 May. The 

immature bird pictured above was 
spotted from the Willow Path drifting 
over from the north and circling 
overhead before flying off in a westerly 
direction.  

The sighting was reported to the Roy 
Dennis Wildlife Foundation on the Isle 
of Wight where a re-introduction 
programme has been underway since 
2019. They confirmed that it was not 
one of the birds released there and it 
may have come from the continent or 
one of the other re-introduced 
populations in Scotland or Ireland. 
From missing feathers on one wing the 
bird was clearly the same individual 
present in Norfolk earlier in the week 
where it was suggested to be a 
wandering bird from the continent. 

 Bigger than a Golden Eagle, the White
-tailed Sea Eagle is the UK’s largest 
bird of prey with a wingspan of eight 
feet.  It dwarf’s the Common Buzzard 
which has a wingspan of around four 
feet. Persecution in the 19

th
 century 

drove the bird to extinction. It was re-
introduced in Scotland, first in the 
1970s with further introductions in the 

1990s and early 2000s. There are now 
reckoned to be between 130 and 150 
pairs in the UK.  

Barn Owls 

The Barn Owls have certainly taken to 
their new home on the Scrubland. 
From 26

th
 June visitors were able to 

see live images from the nest box on a 
monitor in the Visitor Centre. There 
were five chicks of greatly varying 
sizes and as they grew rapidly the 
adults spent less and less time in the 
box, returning only to feed them.  

Unlike most birds, Barn Owls start 
incubating as soon as the first egg is 
laid and they then lay further eggs at 
intervals over a period of up to 21 
days. The eggs hatch every two to 
three days and as a result the chicks 
range in size as was very evident on 
the images from the box. If food is 
short the smallest may well not 
survive. That was not the case this 
year as the adults brought in plenty of 
small rodents despite a number being 
stolen from them by enterprising 
Kestrels as the owls approached the 
nest box!  
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Duck Marsh Development 

In our Spring Newsletter we said it was 
hoped that this new wetland area 
would prove attractive to wading birds 
such as Little Ringed Plovers and 
Common Sandpipers and so far it is 
exceeding all expectations. The re-
opening of the hides from Saturday 
26

th
 June  has enabled visitors to get 

excellent views of a range of species 
including some unlikely ones and 
wading birds have not disappointed. 

Little Ringed Plovers have had their 
best year for a very long time with 
sightings of up to three throughout 
June. There have been a number of 
sightings of Green Sandpiper in July 
with two on one occasion and four 
Black-tailed Godwits on 10

th
 July were 

a bonus. Up to seven Oystercatchers 
have been seen here and a pair of 
Lapwings produced four young.  

A Dunlin photographed here on 12
th
 

July was the first record of this species 
since 2012 and only the second record 
since 2006. 

As many as six Little Egrets have been 
reported and a Great White Egret put 
in an appearance on several dates. 
Less expected visitors, particularly at 
this time of year, were Goosanders 
with as many as 12 adults on one of  

the islands on one date and 11 on two 
dates, on one occasion all females.  

Water levels on this new area will be 
managed for the benefit of wading 
birds and with more mud now showing 
it is hoped more species will be 
recorded here this year. 

Water Voles 

The sighting of a Water Vole in the 
Reedbed on 25

th
 July was unexpected 

to say the least. Once common on our 
waterways the species is now classed 
as endangered and predation by 
American Mink has undoubtedly been 
a major factor in their decline. 

Although they have a short lifespan of 
between six and 18 months Water 
Voles can have three to four litters of 
up to five young in a year and so 
numbers can build up quite quickly 
given the chance. Interestingly, mink 
activity on the Reserve has been at a 
record low this year so far with just one 
sighting and hardly any evidence of 
their presence. If this continues there 
is a chance we might start to get more 
reports.  

To enable us to continue to monitor the 
situation we should be grateful for 
reports of sightings of either of these 
species on the Reserve or on the river 
locally. 

Green Sandpiper photographed by      
Barbara Murphy 

Little Egret and Great White Egret 

Photographed by Peter Humphrey 



 

  The Return of Pond Dipping 

We were pleased to announce the 
restart of our pond dipping activities at 
the end of June. This year we have 
introduced supervised sessions from 
1.30pm until 4.00pm, with 12 dipping 
stations set up to ensure children can 
safely take part. We have an 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable new 
volunteer team and they are ensuring 
that everyone enjoys their experience 
and they help to identify the creatures 
caught. 

 

 

 

Children and adults alike have come 
and had a go and everyone is excited 
with the tiny creatures they catch. We 
have set up a table to display some of 
the creatures we’ve caught and many 
visitors passing by have become 
curious and come and had a look. One 
little boy, Charlie, aged 5 (and a 
quarter), took great delight in regaling 
passing visitors with how he caught all 
the different creatures. He also told 
everyone that the water scorpion 
breathed through its bottom! 

Some of the children have got very 
excited when they’ve caught some 
weird creatures and many an 
afternoon’s quiet has been broken with 
gleeful shouts of “look what I’ve 
caught!” 

Everyone has said that the dipping 
experience is all the better for having 

our volunteers there and they are 
learning more about the creatures from 
us. Thank you to our wonderful dipping 
team. 

Denese Swann, Events Coordinator 

 

Events  

We are still hoping to run a number of 
events later in the year, Covid 
permitting. Some of these are still at 
the early planning stage but one to 
look forward to on Sunday 26

th
 

September is the Autumn Seed Trail.   

This is a new Harvest Festival type 
event organised by Aireborough 
Rotary Club. Their annual Easter Egg 
Hunt was not able to take place last 
year or this year due to lockdown. This 
new event will be run on similar lines 
but with children looking for baskets of 
autumn seeds rather than paper 
Easter eggs. The event will raise 
valuable funds for local charities. Pre-
booking will be required and further 
details of this and other events later in 
the year will be announced nearer the 
time on our website and Facebook.  

 

Harvest Mouse Introduction 
Programme 

Since 2014 Harvest Mice have been 
released at various sites round the 
Reserve. This year further small 
introductions have been made near the 
Lagoon, near the Dipping Ponds and 
on Poplar Field. With its preference for 
tall stiff-stemmed vegetation the 
habitat here is ideal for them. 

From surveys carried out we know the 
species is doing well here but you will 
be lucky to see this tiny mammal which 
weighs as little as a 2p coin. However, 
you might just spot one of its small 
spherical woven grass nests in long 
vegetation. 
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Robins prepare for the Big 
Butterfly Count 

For their July meeting Rodley Robins 
invited Howard and Penny Smith, the 
Rodley Nature Reserve Butterfly 
Transect Recorders, to prepare them 
for the Big Butterfly Count which runs 
between 16 July and 8 August 2021. 

After a brief introduction to the 
Transect, butterflies found on the 
Reserve and within the UK, and the life 
cycle of a butterfly, the whole group, 
including parents and regular leaders 
Denese and Sally, set off to the start of 
the Transect.   

It was a cool, still, grey, damp, 
miserable morning but all set off on the 
1.7km, 13 sector route hoping to spot a 
selection of the 23 butterflies species 
seen at Rodley Nature Reserve since 
its formation. Sadly, not many 
butterflies were on the wing. A Kestrel 
hovered above, Swallows and Sand 
Martins whizzed over their heads, a 
Great White and Little Egret were 
spotted by the Lagoon, a Damselfly 
hovered over a pond in the Dragonfly 
Area and moths and beetles were 
seen on the wet grasses and flora 
along the path.  

By the time 12 sectors had been 
walked only 2 Meadow Browns had 
been spotted but the final sector 
through the meadow revealed 13 
Ringlets and a further Meadow Brown. 
So, whilst 16 butterflies, covering 2 
species, was a very low number for the 
route, it was more than could have 
been expected as they set off. 

Hopefully the Robins will pick a warm, 
sunny, still day for their Butterfly Count 
and see even more than they saw at 
Rodley. 

 

 

Rodley Robins with their Big Butterfly 
Count sheets ready for the big day 

 

“Rodley Nature Reserve - The 
First Twenty Years” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you got your copy yet?  The 
book went on sale in November last 
year and  is proving very popular.  It 
explains how the Reserve came into 
being and how it has developed year 
by year. There are colour photographs 
on nearly every page. This is a limited 
edition and we don’t have too many 
left. It is now available from the Visitor 
Centre at a price of £10 or by post at 
£11.50. You can order a copy by 
emailing us at   

info@rodleynaturereserve.org. 

 



 

What is it? 

 

If you have been down to the Reserve 
recently you may have been 
wondering what the strange shaped 
box on the side of the garage was. 
Well, there is now an explanatory sign 
on it and in the noticeboard at the front 
of the garage. It is a Solitary Bee 
Observation Nest Box.  

These can be used by many types of 
solitary bee which don’t have a social 
structure like Honey and Bumble Bees  
-  so no Queens or workers  -  they 
have to do all the work themselves. 
Common species that use the nest box 
include Leafcutter Bees (Megachile 
sp.) and Mason Bees (Osmia leaiana). 

The female bee makes a cell from 
materials like cut out sections of 
leaves, mud or chewed up bits of 
plants. She stocks it with a food mass 
of pollen and nectar and then lays an 
egg. She then seals the cell and starts 
again. When all the space in the tube 
is full she closes up the end of the tube 
to stop parasites and predators getting 
in. The young overwinter and finally 
emerge the following year.  

We know how important bees are to 
us. Why not take a look in the Bee 
Garden and see how many species 
you can spot there. 

 

2022 Calendar 

With autumn just round the corner it 
might be time to be thinking about 
getting a calendar for next year. Ours 
would normally go on sale at the 
Summer Fair towards the end of 
August but sadly the Fair will not be 
taking place this year. However, the 
calendar will be available in the Visitor 
Centre from the beginning of 
September at a cost of £6. 

 

Volunteers Needed 



 


