
 



 

 

Having been closed from 24
th
 March 

the Reserve finally reopened on 11
th
 

July last year, albeit just on 
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons 
with the Visitor Centre, toilets and 
hides remaining closed until the end of 
the year. It was perhaps inevitable that 
we would see a surge in the number of 
people affected by Covid-19 after 
Christmas and following a Government 
announcement on 4

th
 January of a 

national lockdown the decision was 
taken to close the Reserve again with 
immediate effect and suspend all none 
essential volunteering activities. This 
was done after a great deal of 
consideration and after further risk 
assessment.  

We are only too aware of how 
important open spaces and nature are 
to people in these difficult times and 
there was inevitably some 
disappointment expressed at the 
Trust’s decision. However, we had to 
consider the safety of our volunteers 
as well as our visitors and we know the 
decision was the right one to make in 
the circumstances.  The position is 
being reviewed weekly and we will re-
open once we consider it is safe to do 
so. With the vaccination programme 
now well under way let us hope there 
is light at the end of the tunnel.  

It is clearly much too early to be 
planning any events for this year and 
so the articles in this  Newsletter are 
for the most part looking back at the 
last 12 months rather than looking 
ahead to the next 12 - with one notable 
exception - the Duck Marsh project.   

A small team of volunteers did manage 
to complete two important tasks on the 
Lagoon in January  - the annual 
cleaning out and refilling  of the Sand 
Martin nesting holes and the clearing 
of vegetation on the large island in 
readiness for the return of the 
Oystercatchers, usually around the 
beginning of February.   

On a riverbank the Sand Martin 
nesting holes will be flushed out and 
filled in by rising river levels in the 
winter months. Here on the Reserve it 
is a job the volunteers have to do 
manually as the birds would not use 
old nesting holes. 

 

Finally, a big thank you to everyone 
who purchased a copy of our 2021 
Calendar. Thanks to you we have sold 
a record number of copies this year 
despite the calendar only being 
available by post. We are grateful to 
you all for your support. 

 

Latest News 

The above photograph shows the 
large island freshly cleared 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It would have been January 2017 at 
the Friends Christmas dinner at the 
Hitching Post when the conversation 
amongst the table guests turned to the 
habitat at Rodley.  Amongst the views 
being expressed was that the Reserve 
lacked a wader scrape and the 
variable water depths needed to be 
able to attract a wider variety of 
wetland species.  This must have sown 
the seed.  Subsequent to discussions 
at Trust Meetings this was added to 
the list of future development 
proposals being dependant on 
feasibility and funding. 

Further representations were made in 
2019 from our regular "birders",  
particularly about the Duck Marsh and 
the potential this area offered for 
development.  The existing 3 acre site 
currently only provides approx 1 acre 
of wetland with only 2 water depths.   
This prompted further discussions at 
the Trust and in November 2019 the 
Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 
Consultancy was approached for 
advice.  Unfortunately, because of 
pressures elsewhere, the consultancy 
was unable to assist but shortly after in 
January 2020, and like the cavalry 
appearing over the hill, Yorkshire 
Water launched their 5 year 
Biodiversity Enhancement Programme 
and were not only offering the Reserve 
finance but also the expertise to make 
progress. 

The scheme now proposed for the 
Duck Marsh is designed to provide 
habitat for both our existing species 
and for passage migrants together 
with, hopefully, encouraging back our 
Common Tern along with new species 
like Little Ringed Plover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project has now moved on apace 
and, as the result of a tendering 
exercise,  a contractor has been 
appointed.  The development offers a 
completely new landscape with all 3 
acres being remodelled to include a 
series of spits and islets all with a 
gradually sloping bank into water 
depths ranging from 20cm to 1m.  The 
features will be positioned to provide 
optimum viewing from the 2 hides with 
the bank at the Willow Path hide being 
repositioned to bring the water's edge 
nearer to the hide.   In addition, a more 
efficient sluice arrangement will be 
constructed to be able to accurately 
manage water levels.  The design also 
allows for the retention of the existing 
Kingfisher nest bank with all the 
excavated material forming a raised 
bank at the far southern perimeter.  
Reed will be established at the east 
and western edges of the area. 

It was planned for the contractor to 
start on site mid January with an 
expected 10 to 15 day work 
programme but unfortunately, with the 
area forming part of a flood plain, 
several permissions are required from 
the Environment Agency before work 
can commence and permits are 
currently awaited. 

The development of the Duck Marsh 
will significantly improve its diversity 
and hopefully attract a variety of new 
species to the Reserve for the benefit 
of friends and visitors.  The investment 
by Yorkshire Water and their technical 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Dave Nesham 

February 2021 

Duck Marsh Development 



 

Some Birdwatching Highlights 
in 2020 

Despite lockdown and limited opening 
times for much of the year there were, 
nevertheless,  some notable highlights 
for visitors to enjoy. The first came in 
January, before lockdown.  

Goldcrests are regular winter visitors to 
the Reserve but finding a Firecrest is 
much less easy. This species was first 
recorded here on 17

th
 December 2017 

and since then there have been a 
number of sightings, all between 
December and February. This year 
one was recorded as early as 1

st
 

January and on seven further dates, 
the last on 1

st
 February.  

In our Summer 2020 Newsletter we 
reported on the “Rise of the Buzzard” 
and how they were now being reported 
in every month of the year with nesting 
strongly suspected in 2019. Despite 
limited open hours for much of the year 
they were recorded on a record 111 
dates with successful nesting 
confirmed in trees on the far bank of 
the river opposite the Wet Grassland.  

A pair of Kestrels again nested 
successfully in the east facing Barn 
Owl box in the compound raising three 
young. Monitoring the Little Owl box in 
the Manager’s Garden was rather 
harder with the hide closed for much of 
the year and it is not known whether 
they were successful.  

Tree Sparrows had a good year with 
successful nesting taking place in two 
boxes on the walls of the Visitor 
Centre.  

The Little Egret was a very occasional 
visitor prior to 2016. In 2017 it was 
reported on a record 72 days. While 
the number of reported sightings was 
inevitably down somewhat this year  it 
was nevertheless seen in eight months 
of the year  with the highest ever count 
of seven birds in August. 

A Great White Egret was recorded on 
the wetlands on just two dates this 
year, both in July, but this is a bird we 
might expect to see more frequently in 
the future.  

There was just one new species added 
to the Reserve list in 2020 - a juvenile 
Pied Flycatcher recorded on the Willow 
Path on 1

st
 August. Interestingly, this 

bird had been ringed. 

 

Photograph by Adrian Hardy 



 

Barn Owls 

Barn Owls nested on the Reserve for 
the first time in 2015 using a box on 
the north facing wall of the small 
building in the Yorkshire Water 
compound. Two young fledged but one 
was killed when it hit nearby power 
lines. From 2016 a pair has used the 
pole box on the Scrubland. Two young 
fledged that year and in both 2018 and 
2019. In 2017 there was no evidence 
of young. In 2020 birds were in 
residence from the beginning of the 
year  but there were no sightings of 
young despite regular dawn and dusk 
vigils by volunteers. 

The box was showing signs of wear 
and in December last year it was 
decided to take it down and replace it 
with a new box with a camera installed. 
The work was carried out by experts in 
this field and was made possible 
thanks to the generous support of 
Yorkshire Water.     

 

In addition to a mound of pellets the 
old box was found to contain the 
remains of a dead chick, evidence at 
least of a breeding attempt in 2020. 

Hopefully, we will be able to relay live 
footage from the nest box to a monitor 
in the Visitor Centre later this year. A 
similar project is planned for the 
Kestrel nest box in the future. 

 

But would the Barn Owls take to their 
new home? The answer was yes, birds 
being seen at the box on several 
occasions over the following weeks.  

 

Nestbox Sponsorship Scheme 

2021 Nesting Season 

If you haven’t sponsored a nestbox 
before why not do so this year and why 
not sponsor the new Barn Owl box on 
the Scrubland? The minimum payment 
is £5 and you will receive a gift 
certificate showing details of the box 
you have chosen and the name of the 
recipient of the gift. To order an 
application form and for details of all 
boxes available for sponsorship e-mail 
us at the following address. 

info@rodleynaturereserve.org. 

Photograph by Kirsty McLeod 



 

Mammals on the Reserve 

Roe deer are quite common on the 
Reserve and while the number of 
sightings in 2020 was inevitably down 
on previous years there were, 
nevertheless, sightings in every month 
of the year.  

 

At this time of year the male’s new 
antlers are covered in a blood-filled 
heavy skin known as velvet. When the 
antlers are fully grown the deer will rub 
this off against the trunk of trees which 
shreds the bark and can kill the tree.  
This is why we use tree guards when 
planting new trees and why the 
Coppice is protected by a deer proof 
fence. Or is it deer proof? In the last 
couple of years there have been a 
number of sightings in the Coppice of 
up to three animals together. Roe deer 
are quite small as deer go but quite 
how they manage to come and go is a 
bit of a mystery. The narrow gap 
between the fence and gate may be all 
they need.   

Despite their conspicuous white/cream 
rump patch because of their small size 
they can easily disappear in long 
vegetation and the Scrubland is a good 
place to try and spot them from the 
riverside path. However, they can be 
seen almost anywhere on the Reserve 
and there were even  reports of 
animals  on the Willow Path on 
occasions.  

 

Otters probably pass through the 
Reserve on a fairly regular basis but 
they seldom stay long. Daytime 
sightings are quite rare here and 
usually footprints or their droppings on 
the riverbank are the only signs of their 
presence. In the past images have 
been secured on camera traps set on 
the riverbank at night but the nature of 
the banks has changed dramatically 
over recent years and few places are 
now safe enough to pursue this 
activity.  

American Mink are much more likely to 
be seen during the day and are 
sometimes confused with Otters 
despite the size difference and so 
reports of Otter sightings are always 
treated with caution. However, in 2019 
there were a number of reliable 
records of Otters with photographs. In 
2020 there were just three records and 
all on the same day, 5

th
 February.  

Two of the sightings were on the river 
from the bridge and the other on the 
Lagoon. One of these was of an Otter 
feeding on a dead Mallard. Otters are 
predominantly fish eaters but they are 
known to take waterfowl such as 
Coots. We will never know  whether 
the Otter actually killed the Mallard or 
whether it was already dead but it may 
tell us about the fish population or lack 
thereof in the river. On a positive note 
Mink activity was much reduced this 
year.  

Photograph by Tony Collinson 



 

You might not always see a Fox during 
your walk round the Reserve but you 
will certainly see signs of their 
presence - footprints in molehills or in 
any patch of soft ground. However, it is 
only when there is a covering of snow 
that you will see the full extent of Fox 
activity on the Reserve. At least one 
pair bred on the Reserve in 2020. 

Harvest Mouse Introduction 

An Update 

In the Autumn Newsletter we reported 
on the release of a further 267 mice in 
2020. We also said you would be lucky 
to see one but that it was worth 
keeping an eye out for their nests at 
the edge of Tim’s Field and in patches 
of bramble around the Reserve. At the 
beginning of this year eight nests were 
found in vegetation by the Dipping 
Ponds and a further six at the edge of 
Tim’s Field between the Dipping Ponds 
and the Coppice gate.  This is very 
encouraging and shows how the 
population is spreading out from the 
original release sites on the Reserve.   

Harvest Mice build two kinds of nest - 
summer nests and winter nests. The 
spherical summer nests are usually 
constructed in vegetation 30-40 cm 
above the ground with a round 
entrance hole at the side. Winter nests 
are located on the ground in a grassy 
tussock or under a root or stone. 
Alternatively, the mouse may dig short 
tunnels in the earth and set up its 
winter home there.  

Rodley Nature Reserve - The 
First Twenty Years” 

Have you got your copy yet?  The 
book went on sale in November last 
year and  is proving very popular  The 
book explains how the Reserve came 
into being and how it has developed 
year by year. There are colour 
photographs on nearly every page. 
Until such time as the Visitor Centre 
can open again it is only available by 
post at a cost of £11.50 including 
postage. You can order a copy by 
emailing us at   

info@rodleynaturereserve.org. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


