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The Great Egret 

Little Egrets have become a 
regular feature on the Reserve 
these days but the Great Egret 
was still only on the wish list up 
until this year. There had been a 
report of a bird further up the 
valley close to the canal in recent 
weeks and what was probably 
the same bird finally arrived at 
Rodley on 25

th
 August. It wasn’t 

exactly difficult to see either, 
perching on one of the tern rafts.  

 

The bird was seen most days 
subsequently and was reported 
on all four main wetland areas. It 
was still present at the time of 
writing on 25

th
 September. 

Although still uncommon visitors, 
Great Egrets have been recorded 
in the Leeds area for many years, 
the first bird turning up over 
Astley Lake and the St. Aidan’s 
site as long ago as 10

th
 June 

2000. Since 2013 there had been 
records each year so it is 
perhaps surprising that it hasn’t 
been recorded here at Rodley 
sooner. What next? - perhaps a 
Spoonbill. 

 

Otter Sightings 

Most reported sightings of Otters 
turn out to be American Mink and 
genuine daytime sightings of 
Otters here are few and far 
between though there was a 
spate of them in the latter part of 
2016. Evidence of their presence 
is usually in the form of footprints 
on the riverbank. In September 
this year there have been  three 
confirmed sightings from the river 
bridge during the day. Autumn is 
seeming to be the best time to 
get a glimpse of this elusive 
mammal and it is worth checking 
from the bridge whenever you 
can. A tell-tale string of bubbles 
can indicate an animal swimming 
underwater and it is worth looking 
for these.  

 

Habitat Development 
Autumn/Winter 2019/20 

 

The period October to March 
represents the busiest period for 
our habitat work volunteers.  In 
addition to normal habitat 
management routines several 
projects are also planned to 
increase biodiversity and improve 
visitor experience. 

REEDBEDS :   As part of the 
Stewardship Agreement with 
Natural England we are required 
to cut a minimum of 1/6 of our 
reed (phragmites) each year.  For 
2019/20 a section of both front 
and rear marginal reed will be cut 
so the western end of the rear 
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Reedbed can be viewed, albeit at 
a distance, from the Reedbed 
Hide.   This was a feature some 
years ago and proved popular as 
a Kingfisher flyway to the front 
Reedbed perches. 

POPLAR FIELD :   This area of 
grassland has been prepared 
ready for the sowing and planting 
of native wildflowers over the 
autumn period to provide an 
additional wildflower area for 
bees and other invertebrates. 
The seed will be sown by the 
traditional broadcasting method 
and will be supplemented by 
planting approx 350 plug plants 
across the area. 

DUCK MARSH :   An artificial 
Kingfisher nest bank is to be 
constructed on the edge of the 
back Duck Marsh which, if 
successful, should provide 
excellent views from the Willow 
Path Hide.  

 The design has to be such that it 
deters the Sand Martin but not 
the Kingfisher so will be hard 
surfaced with just 2 pre-formed 
nest holes leading to nest 
chambers. 

Fingers crossed with this one! 

DRAGONFLY POND AREA :   
This area has recently been 
designated as a hot spot by the 
British Dragonfly Society and 
improvements to increase 
biodiversity are planned over 
autumn and winter.  An area to 
the rear of the Phase 1 ponds is 
currently being prepared ready 
for establishing  a small copse of 
approx 100 trees (predominantly 
Downy Birch) which is designed 
to increase insect abundance 
and diversity and provide the 
type of foraging habitat that will 
be particularly attractive to the 
larger dragonfly.  

A grass path will run through the 

centre of the copse to provide a 
"ride" for Hawker dragonflies and 
to provide access to the public.  

Unfortunately there is likely to be 
some disturbance to our habitat 
whilst these initiatives are carried 
out but we will use our best 
endeavours to keep this to a 
minimum. 

 

Dave Nesham 

 



 

The Butterfly Year 

2019 will long be remembered as 
the year of the Painted Lady. This 
butterfly is an annual immigrant 
from North Africa but numbers in 
recent years have been 
disappointing. It all changed this 
year in what was described as 
the greatest influx for a decade. 
The first one was reported on 
16

th
 June and there were regular 

sightings thereafter but numbers 
really took off in the first week of 
August with numerous double 
figure counts on the buddleias. 
On 19

th
 August at least 30 were 

counted on and around the 
buddleia at the entrance to the 
compound car park. 

Recent years have seen a real 
decline in numbers of Peacocks . 
Low numbers of overwintered 
butterflies suggested there would 
be no improvement this year but 
the main summer emergence 
surprised us all with numerous 
double figure counts and as 
many as 20 on buddleias at the 
Mike Sheldon Hide and on the 
Butterfly Bank in the first week of 
August.   

New bird species are added to 
the Reserve list most years but 
new butterflies are rather harder  

to find, so to have three 
confirmed in one year was quite 
special. A Brown Argus was the 
first on John Ackroyd Meadow on 
19

th
 May. There were subsequent 

reports in the same area with two 
on one occasion. 

An Essex Skipper was the next to 
appear - this time on the River 
Path behind the Dragonfly Ponds 
on 24

th
 July. This species has 

been extending its range north 
over recent years but it can easily 
be mistaken for a Small Skipper.  

The third new species was 
perhaps the least expected - a 
Dark Green Fritillary on a 
buddleia at the Mike Sheldon 
Hide on 31

st
 July. One of our 

rarest and most rapidly declining 
species, this is mainly a butterfly 
of the uplands. But where did this 
one come from? Sadly, as with 
the Essex Skipper, there was 
only one sighting reported. 
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Schools Education Report 
2019 

Another busy year started in 
March and finished in early 
August with 28 school visits and 
700 plus children. In addition 
several small groups of high 
school children visited the 
Reserve. Our regular visitors are 
always welcome, of course, but it 
is also nice to have new schools 
“join the club”. For example, 
Pudsey Primrose Hill visited 
twice in one week in June with 
the 8-9 year olds. The Tuesday 
class had a miserable day 
weather-wise but the  Thursday 
group drew the lucky straw. 

We are always striving to 
improve the learning experiences 
we provide and this year we have 
had wonderful success with our 
minibeast activities. The children 
collected specimens to examine 
and discuss using plastic jars and 
a “tickling stick” such as a soft 
paintbrush. I know there are 
about 40 species of ladybird in 
the UK but I didn’t know we had 
so many on site! Groups were 
also involved in the National 
Butterfly Count and the children 
loved it, putting their findings onto 
the website. 

We have also developed the 
birdwatching by putting up 
numbers on the feeders in the 
Manager’s Garden so the 
children’s attention can be 
directed quickly to a specific 
feeder. Using the binoculars is 
always a big hit and they enjoy 

counting the number of species 
that have been spotted. 

Due to illness we haven’t been 
able to have the important talks 
about honey bees from our 
beekeeper this year but we are 
hoping we will be able to resume 
these next year. Many thanks to 
the whole Education Team for 
their hard work and eyes forward 
to 2020. We already have 16 
school visits booked. March will 
be here before we know it! 

Sue Henderson 

Calendar Competition 

Lily Rose Millen, the winner of 
this year’s calendar competition 
for children, is presented with her 
2020 calendar by Chair of the 
Friends of Rodley Nature 
Reserve Barbara Murphy. Lily’s 
drawing of a bumblebee on a 
thistle appears in the calendar in 
August. (Now on sale £6) 



 

Reducing Plastic 

 

Did you know? Eight million 
tonnes of plastic end up in our 
oceans every year, killing and 
harming marine life. Plastic 
bottles are one of the most 
frequently found items on 
beach cleans globally. The lids 
commonly end up in seabirds’ 
stomachs. Straws are also 
sucking the life out of our 
oceans. Plastic straws and 
stirrers can take up to 200 
years to decompose.  

Paper bags are more 
environmentally friendly than 
single-use plastic bags. One 
advantage of paper is that it 
decomposes much more quickly 
than plastic, and therefore it is 
less likely to be a source of 
litter and pose a risk to 
wildlife. Paper is also more 
widely recyclable, while plastic 
bags can take between 400 and 
1,000 years to decompose.  

Here at Rodley we have started 
to do our bit to reduce our 
reliance on single use plastic. 
We have ditched our plastic 
straws and changed to paper 
ones, and we are gradually 
introducing paper bags for our 
seed. 

We have also joined Yorkshire 
Water’s campaign in asking the 
public to stop using single use 
water bottles and to take 

advantage of the best water in 
the county. Ditch your single 
use plastic water bottles and 
switch to a reusable water 
bottle to cut plastic pollution. 
Help reduce the one million 
plastic bottles bought around 
the world every minute. Join 
the Refill Revolution! 

We are now part of the 
National Refill Campaign, 
supported by Yorkshire Water, 
and there is a free Refill App 
available for you to download on 
all App stores, which will allow 
you to find your nearest water 
station. Please call in to our 
Visitor Centre and ask us to 
refill your reusable water 
bottle for free. Look for the 
blue sticker on our door. 

Denese Swann 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to say a very big 
“thank you” to everyone who 
braved the dreadful weather 
and turned up to be wildlife 
explorers on our very first 
Nature Quest Day. Who else 
could hold an event when the 
Met Office had issued a Yellow 
Warning for heavy rain?  

However, despite the rain and 
having to cancel the Big 
Butterfly Count and the 
Dragons and Damsels walk, 
more than 130 of you, including 
over 50 children, donned your 
raincoats and wellies to join us. 
Everyone had an enjoyable day 
holding the magnificent moths 
caught the previous night; 
charming the worms with our 
forks, pots and pans; viewing 
the many birds at the reserve; 
learning to identify our 
wildflowers and going on a bug 
safari. We should have given a 
prize for who found the biggest 
slimiest slug! The gazebos 
which we originally intended for 
shelter from the sun turned 
into protection from the rain 
but many of you still had your 
picnic lunch under them! 

Thank you for all your lovely 
comments - “We had a great 
time, even in the rain.” “Thank 
you to the volunteers who 
braved the weather!” “We saw 
some monster slugs on the way 
back to the car park!” and 
“Brilliant time at the Nature 
Quest Day. Did bug safari, 
worm charming and pond 
dipping – great fun, despite the 
rain. We’ll be back if run again 
next year.” 

We’ll do it all again next year 
when hopefully the sun will 
shine! We hope you will come 
and support us again. 

 

Denese Swann 

Events Co-ordinator 

Nature Quest Day 

Saturday 27th July 



 

 

 

 


