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Autumn on the Reserve 

 

A very long, cold winter followed by one of the hottest summers on record has resulted in a bumper harvest of fruit and berries 
in the hedgerows this autumn. Crab apples, rowan, holly and blackberries have all done exceptionally well. It is not just birds 
that will feed on the fruit. Foxes and Roedeer have been reported feeding on blackberries and butterflies become almost intoxi-
cated feeding on the over ripe blackberries and rowan berries. Foxes have been particularly active during the day over recent 
weeks. Jay activity also increases considerably at this time of year as birds arrive on their acorn forays. 
 
But it is the winter visitors that probably benefit most from the fruit in the hedgerows. Winter thrushes start to arrive in late   
September with Redwings usually the first. Unfortunately, many of the early arrivals fly over without stopping, particularly if the 
weather is good. This was the case on 7th October when a total of 410 Redwings were counted flying over in a westerly     
direction. Among other birds passing over without stopping this autumn were eight calling Crossbills on 29th September and 
nine on 17th October. A new bird for the Reserve this year—what a pity they didn’t drop in. Fieldfares started to arrive in     
October  and many of the Blackbirds we see on the Reserve in the winter will also probably be winter visitors from Northern 
Europe. 
 
The last of the summer visitors had gone by early October, a Swallow over the farmland on 7th being the last, but one or two 
Blackcaps and perhaps a handful of Chiffchaffs are now overwintering in the Coppice most years and a bit of patient watching 
on the Willow Path may pay dividends. Perhaps a Firecrest may turn up among the Goldcrests again as it did last year. 
 
The hot, dry summer also had a downside. The seed crop on Tim’s Field is a magnet for Linnets in the autumn and winter 
months but seed sowing had to be delayed until 6th June this year due to ground conditions. But then an almost total lack of 
rain in June and July resulted in poor germination. The field was re-sown on 16th July but crops like Fodder Radish are weeks 
behind as a result and were still in flower in mid-October when they should have been setting their seed. However, the Quinoa 
has done particularly well this year and will provide an abundance of seed soon. The Linnets will just have to wait a bit longer 
this year. 
 
With the exception of Gadwall, duck numbers have been low this autumn. The first Wigeon started to arrive from late          
September but these early birds soon moved on and we may need a cold snap before numbers increase significantly. 
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New Path from Reedbed Hide to the Dragonfly Ponds 
 

The new hard path to the Manager’s Garden was completed just a few weeks ago and it is already proving its worth with 
lots of positive feedback from visitors. Work has now started on a new hard path along the Winter Walk from the Reedbed 
Hide to the Dragonfly Ponds. These paths have been made possible thanks to the generous support of the Co-op              
Community Fund. Digging them out is hard back-breaking work and we are grateful to the large team from the Co-op who 
spent a day working on the project on 20th September. 

 
Proposed development of the former Airedale Mills Site, Rodley 

 
You may have heard about possible development on this site. The entry gate to the site is just to the right of our main 
gates by the canal towpath. The site has been derelict since the old Barkers factory there was demolished in 2007. Over 
the years the area has become overgrown with vegetation including numerous buddleias. It was inevitable that the area 
would be a candidate for development at some point and an outline planning application for up to 69   dwellings and details 
for a new swing bridge over the canal was submitted to Leeds City Council Planning Department by Dynamic Capital and 
Investments Ltd earlier this year. 
 
Rodley Nature Reserve Trust is not in principal opposed to the development of this site but it does have some serious  
concerns over its impact on wildlife and the practicalities surrounding the project. A full response has been submitted by 
the Trust to the Leeds City Council Planning Department detailing its concerns. 
 
Development of the site is dependent on replacement of the current, ageing swing bridge. While the construction of a new 
swing bridge over the canal may have some benefits we are seriously concerned over problems of access to the Reserve 
by visitors, volunteers and suppliers during the period of construction. Because the canal can only be closed to boat traffic 
in the month of February we had thought work on the new bridge might start as early as January 2019 but in view of the 
very tight timescales this now seems highly unlikely and if planning permission is granted the work will probably be delayed 
until January 2020. Be assured the Trust will be watching out for developments and will liaise with the developers and our 
landlords, Yorkshire Water, to get the best possible outcome we can for the Reserve. 



Photograph taken by Adrian Hardy 

School Education Report 2018 
 

Last year I wrote about an extremely wet day in June which forced us inside for two activities. Well, as you can imagine, 
rain hasn’t been a problem this year but excessive heat can impact on the day as we are constantly filling the children’s 
water bottles and have to picnic inside due to lack of shade. Also, as the season progressed, we couldn’t do our minibeast 
activity because it was so dry there weren’t any minibeasts to be found! We did a butterfly count instead which was         
successful—the kids loved it and learnt a lot. 
 
We don’t do many visits before Easter as we’ve found from experience that the weather can be atrocious. So when a teach-
er rang me up wanting to come in January I was poised top say ‘no way’ when it turned out he only wanted two hours    
birdwatching to kick start some writing that the children (8-9 yrs) had to do, so I said OK. It was a great morning. The 
weather was kind, they loved using the binoculars and off they went at 11.30. A first for us. I do hope they come again.  
We have to plan even more carefully for Reception children (4-5 yrs) as they are very small and so are their bladders which 
tends to alter our timings somewhat. A Wetherby school visited us for the first time this year with their  ‘little uns’. They had 
a smashing time and sent us some lovely letters on bright orange paper. 
 
649 children through our hands is a big responsibility but I want to end with an uplifting story about just one child that      
perfectly illustrates the reward our volunteers get from doing what they do. The teacher at the end of the visit pointed out a 
child (5-6 yrs) to me and said he never talks in class, never raises his hand but today you couldn’t shut him up! She rang 
me recently to book for next year and I enquired about the lad. Apparently if you ask him about his school trip to Rodley he 
talks and talks. The teacher has encouraged his parents to bring him down to the reserve again. How wonderful that Rodley 
NR has triggered something in this little person. May it ever be so. 

 
Sue Henderson 
Education Co-ordinator 

 

The Wet Grassland 
 

When the Wet Grassland was dug out in 1999 the plan was to have a series of deep ditches which would hold water 
throughout the year. Over the years work has been carried out to prevent the ditches from becoming overgrown but the  
Boxing Day flood of 2015 deposited huge amounts of silt, leaving much of the ditch system barely visible. We do involve 
contractors to cut the vegetation on the Wet Grassland every autumn but due to the ground conditions last year the work 
had to be aborted. The ditch system is a very important feature of this habitat and to restore it we need to get a tracked   
vehicle onto the site to dig out the silt. Work is scheduled to start on Monday 5th November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This area can produce sightings of some of the more elusive species such as Water Rail, Jack Snipe and Snipe in the    
autumn but in August and September this year it produced our second ever record of Spotted Crake. Interestingly the first 
record was in one of the ditches on the Wet Grassland in October 2005. Inevitably some birdwatchers were not too happy 
when we had to start dropping the water level to try to dry out the area for the work to take place but we do need to think 
about the future of the habitat and if work is not done the area would soon become totally overgrown. We know it might look 
a bit like a bomb site when the work is completed but so did the Reedbed when major work was done there in December 
2016 and look at it now—back to its best and ready for the next overwintering Bittern. 
 

1999 



For Rodley Nature Reserve Trust Matters: 
Trust Secretary: 
Peter Murphy Tel: 0113 2930188 
Email: pandbmurphy@ntlworld.com 
 
Visitor Centre Volunteers Coordinator: 
Claire Ducker Tel: 0113 2909365 
Email: Claire.ducker@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Friends Membership: 
Howard Smith  Email: FriendsOfRNR@sky.com 
2 Barkers Well Fold, Leeds LS12 5TR 
 

Education Bookings: 
Sue Henderson Tel: 0113 2298919 
 
Newsletter: 
Peter Murphy 
 
Chair of Friends of RNR 
Barbara Murphy Tel: 0113 2930188 
Email: pandbmurphy@ntlworld.com 

RODLEY NATURE RESERVE @ RodleyNR 

Website: www.rodleynaturereserve.org 

Reserve Opening Times    
   Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday 9am  -  5pm (4pm Nov– end Feb) 

Visitor Centre Opening Times  -  10am  -  4pm 

Toilet Development 
 

Work is now underway on the long-awaited improvements to our toilet facilities. The work is expected to take around 8 weeks 
to complete and during this period we will have to manage with portaloos. We must apologise for any inconvenience this may 
cause to our visitors in the short term. 

 

On sale in the visitor centre £6 


