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Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme Phase 2 

 
The 2015 Boxing Day flood will live long in the memory. There was extensive flooding in Kirkstall 
and much of the lower lying area of the Reserve was under water for two days. Leeds City Council 
have now announced Phase 2 of the Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme to protect Leeds from the 
River Aire. Various measures are proposed and under discussion, one of which will directly affect 
Rodley Nature Reserve  -  the use of specific sites to retain flood water when river levels are high. 
Flood water storage might be achieved by the use of a mechanical moving weir on the river which 
would be raised to hold back flood water and then lowered to release it when safe to do so. More 
than 40 locations have been assessed and from these Rodley Nature Reserve, Apperley Bridge, 
Kirkstall Meadows and Kirkstall Valley Nature Reserve are felt to offer the greatest potential for 
flood storage during extreme flood events. As we know, the Reserve lies on a flood plain and the 
Boxing Day flood saw water levels reach the edge of the public dipping ponds. 
 

 
The consultation for Phase 2 of the Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme started on 21st September 
and runs until 16th November. You can download a copy of the Consultation Leaflet at 
www.leeds.gov.uk/home/residents under Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme. The project team are 
holding drop in sessions where the public can come and discuss the current proposals and dates 
for these are shown on the website. The business case is expected to be submitted in December 
this year with work anticipated to commence early 2019. We are working closely with Leeds City 
Council and the Environment Agency to identify possible opportunities but more importantly to  
ensure that damage to habitats and wildlife is kept to an absolute minimum both during            
preparatory work and following implementation. 
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Red Admirals save the day 
 
We delay pruning the buddleias outside the visitor centre until well into the spring to ensure    
flowering throughout August and September when Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock numbers 
should be at their highest. But where were they this 
year? It’s not just at Rodley. Small Tortoiseshell 
numbers are significantly down across the UK this 
year. Theories for the decline include climate 
change, pollution and parasitic flies that kill the     
caterpillars but nobody really knows.  
 
Fortunately, Red Admirals and, to a lesser extent, 
Commas saved the day for the buddleia watchers. 
Red Admirals arrived in some numbers and it was 
the second most abundant species recorded in  
England during this year’s Butterfly Conservation 
Big Butterfly Count, numbers having increased three 
fold since 2015. A bumper year last year and a mild    
winter and spring probably helped more stay in the 
UK  -  a new  development in recent years. 

Alan Patchett 
 

It is with sadness that we have to announce the death of Alan Patchett on 30th September. 
Alan was involved at Rodley from the very outset and was one of the original trustees          
appointed in November 1997 before the Reserve was officially opened. He was a very         
valuable member of that small group of volunteers who worked so hard to get the Reserve up 
and running in those early years when funds were limited and visitor numbers much lower than 
they are today. Alan continued to serve as a trustee until 4th Match 2014 and was still a      
regular visitor, often in his capacity as leader of the Pudsey Ornithological Group. He will be 
sadly missed by all who knew him. 

 

          

      “A beautiful reserve - 
  testament to the hard work of 
         so many volunteers” 
       KH—Canberra, Australia 

         

       “Love this place. 
   Carry on the good work” 
           T&D, Bramley 

“Great place. Tranquil and 
full of places to explore. 
Really well presented 

throughout” 
KD, Morley 

 
“What a lovely place. A real 

tonic” 
S&M, Harrogate 

     “Excellent reserve - 
  thoroughly enjoyed it. 
Fantastic to connect the 
community to nature” 

CD, Worsborough 
Barnsley 

Here’s what some of our visitors think about the Reserve. 
Extracts from the Visitors Book 



 

Rodley Robins Earn Their Silver Award 
 

Earlier this year Rodley Robins signed up to the RSPB’s Wild       
Challenge Award Scheme. Wild Challenge prompts children to    

connect with and learn about nature through a series of fun and engaging activities. It allows       
children to investigate wildlife by doing practical things to give nature a safe and welcoming 
home. There are 24 fun activities to choose from and Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards to achieve 
depending on how many challenges are completed. The activities are divided into two sections -  
Help Nature and Experience Nature and to earn each level of the award 3 activities from each 
section must be completed. In February, this year we completed our first 6 activities and earned 
our Bronze Award. 
We have now completed a further 6 activities, making a total of 12 activities completed so far, 
and we have just been awarded our Silver Award. The 6 activities we did to get our Silver Award 
were:- 

   Making Bird Kebabs          Creating Habitats       Building Bird Boxes          Pond Dipping               Learning Bird Song              Wildflower ID 

 
 

The RSPB have sent Rodley Robins and each individual 
member a Silver Wild Challenge Award Certificate together 
with special wildlife sticker sheets. We are very proud of 
what we have done so far for wildlife and we have displayed 
our Awards on our Notice Board for you to see. But we 
haven’t finished yet! We want to do more for wildlife and 
earn our Gold Award. Keep following our adventures by 
reading “Our Story So Far” … in our Red Book, which you 
will find in the Visitor Centre. 
                                                                 Denese Swann 

Education Report 2017 
 
We have had another successful year with a total of 572 children from 20 primary schools visiting 
us. Jerry also had a high school group from Priesthorpe and in the summer holidays we had child 
minding and holiday care groups. Normally of course we have one class of children of the same 
age so to have a group with quite a few in pushchairs up to aged 12 you’d think would give us a 
problem. But no. In fact they provide a more relaxed and less regimented change, for example in 
time constraints and planning. No having to leave at exactly two o’clock to meet the coach at the 
top etc. Also they come with loads of helpers and are extremely well organised. 
Tuesday June 6th was a first for us. We cope with all the vagaries of the British weather (too hot, 
too cold, too windy) but this day was the wettest in our educational visit history. For the first time 
ever we had to do two indoor activities after lunch. Pond dipping always goes ahead no matter 
what but this time our brave volunteers were literally soaked to the skin. One of the new members 
of our group, Janet, came up with an activity to make fat balls which involved pine cones on 
string, lard, crushed peanuts, seeds, getting your hands in and squeezing it all up. You get the 
idea. The activity was enjoyed by almost everyone but  -  “This is the worst day of my life” said 
one 6 year old! 
As we gather in the visitor centre at the end of the afternoon we have opportunity to discuss how 
the day went, for Jerry to rave about some unusual creature he’s found in the pond and for us to 
have a laugh at the funny comments and answers to questions the children have given. 
  -  A baby swan is called a swandle or a pterodactyl 
  -  All the swans apparently don’t belong to the Queen but to Swansea Football Club 
  -  At a harvested part of the coppice “Oh no! They’ve got deforestation” 
  -  Being shown a red bellied stickleback one child asked if we could get her a pink one instead 
  -  Picture of a chaffinch. “Does anyone know the name of this bird?” Answer  -  Roger. 
  -  And lastly from one of the lovely letters we receive. “Thank you for being good people” 
     Recognition at last.                                                                                 Sue Henderson 



For Rodley Nature Reserve Trust Matters: 
Trust Secretary: 
Peter Murphy Tel: 0113 2930188 
Email: pandbmurphy@ntlworld.com 
 
Visitor Centre Volunteers Coordinator: 
Claire Ducker Tel: 0113 2909365 
Email: Claire.ducker@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Friends Membership: 
Howard Smith  Email: FriendsOfRNR@sky.com 
2 Barkers Well Fold, Leeds LS12 5TR 
 

Education Bookings: 
Sue Henderson Tel: 0113 2298919 
 
Newsletter: 
Peter Murphy 
 
Chair of Friends of RNR 
Barbara Murphy Tel: 0113 2930188 
Email: pandbmurphy@ntlworld.com 

RODLEY NATURE RESERVE @ RodleyNR 

Website: www.rodleynaturereserve.org 

Reserve Opening Times    
   Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday 9am  -  5pm (4pm Nov– end Feb) 

Visitor Centre Opening Times  -  10am  -  4pm 
Telephone No on open days  -  0113 2040441 

Encouraging the Young Ones 

Rodley has a great reserve 
Where eighty-five keen adults serve 
as volunteers to make it work 
So many tasks ….they never shirk 

Then, later, when it’s nearing dusk 
Some other groups will visit us. 
Cubs and Brownies, Rainbows too 
Beavers also… quite a few 

They learn how bees tell other bees 
where to fly to fill their “knees” 
wiggling bums to point the way, 
how far as well so they won’t stray 

Planting, mowing, thatching too, 
Fencing, digging, building new 
hides and benches…ponds you’ll see 
And folk can visit, all for free 

They come to spend an evening with us 
in the hides along the river. 
Walking through the fields and meadows 
Seeing flowers in the hedgerows 

He can do their “waggle dance” 
His demo has us in a trance. 
Twirking’s never seemed the same 
since he & Rainbows played this game! 

People come from near and far 
On foot, by bus, by train, by car. 
They all enjoy their Nature days 
Supported by the funds we raise 

Sometimes they see herons here, 
A skilful hunter, one to fear 
Children love to come to visit 
Ponds excite them…”What is in it?” 

The grants we get, donations too 
help pay for all the things we do. 
The children often raise some funds 
from friends & neighbours, Dads & Mums 

Our centre is a busy spot. 
A host of things for sale we’ve got 
Toys and birdware, food and drink, 
a classroom, WiFi, child-height sinks 

Some find the creatures rather scary 
Dragonflies make youngsters wary 
Scorpions look to pose a threat 
But no-one has been “bitten” yet 

Fourteen visits raise around 
a welcome Fifteen Hundred pounds 
a useful increase to our funds 
so more Reserve work can be done 

We’ve nets and trays to use on loan, 
souvenirs to take back home. 
All things for a perfect day 
and entry’s free...no need to pay! 

Sometimes bees are on their list, 
a subject that should not be missed. 
They cannot go to see their hives 
But Peter talks about their lives 

Important as the income is 
there’s something else that’s factored in. 
The youngsters come when very young 
They might return with Dad and Mum 

When the folk have all gone home 
the creatures there are free to roam. 
Unhindered by the wand’ring crowds 
Birds & mammals scour the grounds 

He tells them how the bees survive  
and how they work inside their hive, 
how they make their lovely honey 
And how they breed (which is quite funny!) 

It’s nice to think they’ve “caught the bug” 
and Rodley now exerts “ a tug” 
to bring them back in years to come 
and keep the good work going on 

            A poem by Brian Hargreaves, Uniformed group visits organiser -  read each column from top to bottom 


